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INTRODUCTION:

Therearevariousmethodsandapproachesthathelpthestudentsoftheprimary

schoollearnEnglishefficiently.AsfarasthechildrenwhoarestudyinginTamilmedium

areconcerned,learningEnglish,whichisaforeignlanguageaswellastheonlysubject

thatisnotintheirmothertongue,isundoubtedlyadifficulttasktoachieve.Notallthe

pupilsinthestateofTamilnaduareatthesamelevelinreading,writingandspeakingin

English.Thestatisticssaythatthereisaconsiderableamountofdifferencebetween

thestudentsstudyingunderC.B.S.EschemeandEquitableEducation(SamacheerKalvi)

schemeintermsofknowledge,understanding,applicationandskill.Whenweanalyse

evendeeper,wecanseealotofdifferencesbetweenthestudentsstudyinginEnglish

medium andTamilmedium andsimilarlythestudentsstudyinginPrivateschoolsand

Governmentschools.Tobecrisp,theexposuretoEnglishwillvaryduetovarious

circumstancesandfactors.Thisresearchdealswiththecurrentstatusofthestudents

inreadingandwritingEnglish,whoarestudyingintheGovernmentschoolsandwhohail

from theruralareasaswell,thevariousreasonsfortheirdifficultyinreadingEnglish,

howthephoneticmethodhelpsthem acquiretheskillofreadingEnglishwithoutmuch

difficulty,how thismethodservesasatooltoenrichtheskillofreadingEnglish,and

howfarthiswillbehelpfultotheotherschools,inotherwords,tothesociety.

ItistheresponsibilityoftheprimaryschoolteachertoteachthechildrenEnglish

inanexcitingandexhilaratingmethodsothatthechildrenshouldfeelfunandbeactive

inlearningEnglishandshouldnotshowabittereyeagainstEnglish.So,oneofthebest
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waystoteachEnglishtotheprimarylevelkidsistoemploythephoneticmethod,asthis

methoddoesnotonlyincludemereteachingofthesoundsoftheEnglishlettersbut

alsoincludemanyentertainingandplayfulactivitiessuchassingingrhymestoget

accustomedtotheEnglishspeechsounds,smallconversations,roleplays,spelling

games,manymotivationalactivities,reinforcingandremedialactivities,etc.

REVIEW OFLITERATURE:

 AccordingtoStephenParker,“Aprimarygoalinthisreadingprogram istoget

yourchildto independentreadingasquicklyaspossible.Thisisespecially

importantfora child who has already fallen behind.You’llwantto keep

specializedvocabulary,rules,androte-memorizingtoanabsoluteminimum.So

whileshewillneedtoknowthemeaningof“vowel”and“consonant,”shewillnot

needtolearnanyspecializednotationandshe’llnotberequiredtomemorize

morethanafewsightwords.”

 AccordingtoA.Gideon,“Inaccordancewiththisoralbasis,pronunciationis

consideredofprimeimportance.Painstakingcareisnecessaryattheoutset,

sincethepupilalreadyspeakshisowntongue,tohavehim hearthepeculiarities

oftheforeignsoundsandtoenablehim toutterthem himself.Forthispurpose

recourseishadtotheassistanceofferedtheschoolroom bythephysiologyof

speech sounds,the science ofphonetics.The pupilis taughtthe organic

positionsandmovementsrequisitetoproducethesoundsinquestion.Forthe

purposeofsimplifyingthistaskmanyadherentsofthereform movementmakea

moreorlessextendeduseofphoneticsymbols.”

 AccordingtotheBritishCouncil,“Phonicsisamethodofteachingyounglearners

howtoreadwhichfocusesonhowlettersmakesounds,andhowthesesounds

makewords.”

COMPELLINGNEED:

Oneofthemostessentialskillsthataprimaryschoolpupilneedstoacquireis

theskillofreading.Ifacquiringthatveryskillitselfseemslikeahugetargettoachieve,



thenitwillcertainlybetheareawhicheveryprimaryschoolteachershouldfocuson.

Because,unliketheirmothertongueTamil,thereisnoharmonybetweenthelettersand

soundsoftheEnglishalphabeti.e.thereisnoonetoonerelationshipbetweenthe

lettersandsoundsoftheEnglishalphabet.Accordingtothelevelofreadingskill,the

studentsineveryEnglishclasscanbedividedintothreekinds,viz.

(i) thosewhoreadEnglishwordsandsentenceswell,

(ii) thosewhoreadEnglishwordsandsentencesinamedium level

and

(iii) thosewhoarenotabletoreadEnglishwords.

Statisticsshow thatineveryTamilmedium schoolinfifthstandardinthestateof

Tamilnadu,thereare25% ofstudentsinthesecondkindand25% ofstudentsinthe

third kind in an average,whereas,in the Private schools where the medium of

instruction is English,the levelofachievementin reading and writing English is

comparablyhigh.So,gradually,yearbyyear,thetotalstrengthofGovernmentschools

hasbeguntodecreaseandthetotalstrengthofPrivateschoolshasbeguntoincrease.

InmanydistrictsofTamilnadu,therearemanyGovernmentPrimaryschoolswhichhave

lessthantenstudentsintotal.Thoughmostoftheparentsrealizethatqualitative

teachingisprovidedtothestudentsthroughtheirmothertongueintheGovernment

schools,owingtotheirdesirethattheirchildrenshouldspeakandwritefluentlyin

English,theyjointheirchildreninprivateschoolswherethemedium ofinstructionis

English.So,whatneedstobedoneintheTamilmedium schoolswithoutfailisthat

emphasismustbeshownonteachingandlearningEnglish.ButtheexposuretoEnglish

isverylowsinceEnglishistheonlysubjectwhichistaughtinEnglishmedium andthe

timethestudentsspendtolearnEnglishhappensonlyintheEnglishperiodandinthe

restoftheperiodstheywillbeinfluencedbytheirmothertongue.Thus,apermanent

solutionshouldbefoundtoenhancetheskillofreadingandwritingEnglishinthe

primaryschoolsinwhichthemedium ofinstructionisTamil.

SCOPE:



Thescopeofthephoneticmethodis,firstofall,tohelpthestudentsreadEnglish

inasystematicandproperway.Theprimaryfocusisondecodingthesoundsofthe

Englishwordsandtoreadthewordswithcorrectpronunciation.Inthismethod,the

soundsoftheEnglishlanguagearemadeknowntothestudents,eversincetheystart

schoolingi.e.,from firststandarditself,sothatunderstandingthesoundsoftheEnglish

alphabetanddecodingthesoundswillbeeasiertothestudentsandtheywillbeableto

read English withoutmuch difficulty.Systematically,thestudentswillachievethe

desiredtarget,whichgenerallyisnotachievedasperthestudies.Theotheraim ofthis

studyistocreatezealamongtheprimaryschoolstudentsinlearningEnglishandto

castawaytheirfearinlearningEnglish.Followingthephoneticmethodinteaching

Englishtotheprimaryschoolstudentswilldefinitelyshowprogressintheachievement

levelofthestudentsinlearningEnglishandthereforethestrengthoftheGovernment

schoolswillalsoincreaseasaresult,whichwillcertainlybeaboontothesociety.

LIMITATIONS:

Theprimaryschoolstudentsfrom thewholestateofTamilnaducannotbetaken

assamplesastheyarelargeinnumberandthetimerequiredwillbehightotakeallof

them assamples.So,theresearcherhastakenstudentsfrom theprimaryschool

studentsoftheThiruvarurdistrictasthesamples.AsreadingandwritingEnglishisa

challengetothestudents,itisnotappropriatetotakematerialshavinghardand

polysyllabicEnglishwords.So,theprescribedtextbookwouldserveasanaptmaterial

forthem.

DELIMITATIONS:

The researcheropted to selectthe students from firststandard to fourth

standardastheywouldbethepertinentgroupofstudentsforthisresearch.Amongthe

fourbasicskills,themainfocusisshownontheskillofreading.

UNIVERSEANDSAMPLING:

TheprimaryschoolstudentsstudyinginTamilmedium from thewholestateof

Tamilnaduistheuniverseoftheresearcher.But,thesamplesthattheresearcherhas



chosenisanumberof60primaryschoolstudentswhoarestudyinginTamilmedium in

PanchayatUnionMiddleschool,Vizhalkottagam inThiruvarurdistrictofTamilnadu.The

samplingtechniqueusedwas“SimpleRandom Sampling’.

HOMOGENEITY:

Asperthestudy,thestudentshavingtheirprimaryeducationinPanchayatUnion

MiddleSchool,Vizhalkottagam whoaretakenassamplesforthisresearch,hailfrom

variousfamilyandsocialbackgroundsandmostoftheirparentsareilliterates.Halfof

them arebelow thepovertylineandoneofthemainreasonswhytheirparentssend

theirchildrentoschoolisinordertogetthefreemiddaymealservedintheschool.

Mostoftheirparentsaredailywagesandtheyspendmostoftheirtimeinworking,

drinkingandquarrellingwitheachother.Thestudents,too,areverymuchinfluencedby

theirgeneticbehavioursandonlyafew studentsareinterestedinEducation.Mostof

theirparentsdonotknowthesignificanceofeducationandasaresulttheattendance

rateofthestudentsisalwayslow.

Asfarasthepersonalhygieneofthestudentsisconcerned,mostofthe

studentsfrom andfrom thesurroundingsofVizhalkottagam arenotthatbetter.There

ishardlyanyoneinthehomeofthestudentstohelpthem intheirstudies.Halfofthe

pupils do notdo theirhome works and follow up works.Some students are

psychologicallyaffectedandinfluencedbytheirfamilybackgrounds.Atthesametime,

itisundeniablethattherearesomestudentswhoareperfectintheirstudiesandintheir

behaviours.Therearesomeparentswhorendertheirsupportandcooperationvery

muchtotheschool.Althoughtherearesomanydiversitiesamongthestudentsin

economic, social, physical, psychological, political, behavioural aspects, the

homogenousnatureofthesamplestakenisthattheyareallstudyinginthesame

schoolandtheenvironmentandsituationswithintheschoolcampusisalike.So,thisis

thecommonfeaturefoundamongthesamples.

DATACOLLECTIONTOOLSANDDURATION:

ThemajortoolsusedfordatacollectionareVoiceRecorder,Flashcardshavinga

letteroraclusteroflettersoftheEnglishalphabetoneachsideandtheothertoolsare



Textbooks,Projector,Laptopandsomerealobjects.Thetimetakentoimplementthis

methodandtogetgoodresultisanaverageof30days.

METHODOFDATACOLLECTION:

ThemethodofdatacollectionisSimpleRandom samplingandtheelucidationof

dataanalysisisdonebyrecordingthestudents’voiceswhiletheyreadwiththehelpofa

voicerecorder.

HOW TOIMPLEMENTTHISMETHOD:

Inthisresearch,everyEnglishclassisscheduledwiththreeactivitiesviz.

(i) Rhymetime,

(ii) Teachinglearningactivities

and

(iii) Conversation.

Rhymetime:

ThefirstsectionoftheimplementationofphoneticmethodinteachingEnglishto

theprimaryschoolstudentsisRhymetime.Generally,itisoneofthebestmethodsto

singrhymesinordertofascinatethechildrenandtogaintheirattention.Aninteresting

rhymeissungbytheteacherwithproperpronunciation,rhythm,pausesandmost

importantlywithactionsortherhymeintheform avideoisdisplayedonthescreenwith

thehelpofaprojectorandthestudentsareaskedtosingtherhymewithactions.By

singingtherhymes,thechildrenwilleasilygraspthespeechsoundsoftheEnglish

languagewithoutmuchdifficultyandthisdefinitelyserveasamotivationtothem.An

exampleforarhymeisasfollows.

“Baa,baablacksheep,

Haveyouanywool?

Yessir,yessir,



Threebagsfull:

Oneformymaster;

Oneformydame,

Oneforthelittleboy

Wholivesupthelane.”

TEACHINGLEARNINGACTIVITIES:

ThisisindeedthemostcrucialstepinteachingEnglishtotheprimaryschool

studentsthroughPhoneticmethod.Flashcardsarepreparedinsuchawaythataflash

cardshouldcontainoneletter(bothupperandlowercases)oftheEnglishalphabeton

onesideandanotherletter(bothupperandlowercases)ontheotherside.Someflash

cardsshouldcontainclusterofletters.Amongthe44soundsoftheEnglishlanguage,

theconsonantandvowelsoundsaretaughtindividuallytothestudentswiththehelpof

theflashcardscontainingletters.

 TheflashcardscontainingthelettersPpononesideandBbontheotherside,Tt

ononesideandDdontheotherside,KkononesideandGgontheothersideare

shownonebyonetothestudentsandtheteacherhastoteachthem onlythe

respectivesoundsofthoseletters.TheteacherhastoshowtheletterPpandhas

toproducethesound/p/andbyturningthatverycardtoitsanothersidehasto

showtheletterBbandhastoproducethesound/b/bykeepinghis/herpalm on

thethroattomakethestudentsunderstandthedifferencebetweenthosetwo

confusingsounds.Forthesound/p/theteachershouldnotkeephis/herpalm

onthethroatasitisavoicelessconsonantanditshouldbedoneonlyforthe

sound/b/asitisavoicedconsonant.Afterenoughteaching,theteacherhasto

practisethestudentstoproducethesoundsbyshowingonesideofthecardand

askingthestudentstoproducethesound/p/andbyturningtothenextsideof

thecardandaskingthestudentstoproducethesound/b/.Similarly,theletters

Tt,Dd,Kk,Ggaretaughtandpractisedtothestudents.Theteachershouldnot

forgettonotkeepthepalm onthethroatwhileteachingthesoundsofTtandKk



(/t/and/k/respectively),andtokeepthepalm onthethroatwhileteachingthe

soundsofDdandGg(/d/and/g/respectively).

 Similarly,thesoundsofalltheconsonantsaretaughtandpractisedtothe

studentswiththehelpoftheflashcardscontainingletters.

 TheteachingofthesoundsofthevowelsoftheEnglishalphabetneedstobe

shownmuchcare,becauseeachofthe5vowelshasmorethanonesoundand

onawholethereare24vowelsounds.Weshouldnotconfusethestudentsby

differentiatingsomevowelsoundswhichareonlysubtlydifferent.Forexample,

asperthestudy,thestudentsfrom theruralareashardlyfindanydifference

betweenthesounds , and .So,whenthestudentsarenotableto

differentiatebetweentheminutelydifferentsoundswhileteachingthesoundsof

thevowelsoftheEnglishalphabetusingtheflashcards,theteacherhastobe

flexibleandshouldnotinsistperfectionasitcanbeperfectedinduecourseof

time.ThevarioussoundsofthevowelsAa,Ee,Ii,Oo,Uuandthesemi-vowelYy

havetobetaughtveryclearly.

 TheletterAahas8sounds.Theyareasfollows:

1. asinago,about,above,abnormal

2. asinfather,answer,car,mark

3. asinapple,ant,plan,cap

4. asintable,gate,change,base

5. asinwhat,want,wrath,wander



6. asincall,fall,all,water

7. asinmessage,luggage,baggage,passage,village,homage

8. asincare,bare,share

 Byshowingtheflashcardcontainingtheletter‘Aa’,theteacherhastoteachand

practisethefirstfoursoundstothestudentsasthosearethesoundswhichare

mostlyused.

 Theplaceswhereasameletterchangesitssoundsarealsotaughtandpractised

tothestudents.Forexample,theletter‘a’hasthesound whenitcomesin

betweentwoconsonants.Forinstance,wordslikecan,fat,bad,man,rat,etc.has

theafore-mentionedsoundof‘a’.But,whentheletter‘e’isaddedintheend,the

soundofthe‘a’becomes asinthewordscane,fate,bade,mane,rate,etc.

 Similarly,thesoundsoftheothervowelsEe,Ii.Oo,Uuandthesemi-vowelYyare

taughtandpractised.

 Then,theconsonantclustersaretaughtandpractisedusingtheflashcards

having the consonantclusters on them.Forexample the sounds ofthe

consonantclusters‘sc’,‘sl’,‘sm’,‘sn’,‘sp’and‘st’aretaughtandpractisedtothe

studentsas/sk/,/sl/,/sm/,/sn/,/sp/and/st/.Similarly,oftenusedconsonant

clustersaretaughtandpractisedtothestudents.

 Aftermakingthestudentsgetaccustomedtoalltheimportantsoundsofthe

Englishlanguage,theteacherhastotrainthestudentstodecodethesoundsofa

givenwordandtoreadthatword.Wordswithtwolettersarepractisedfirst.For

example,an,as,us,in,on,go,do,to,etc.Thengraduallywordswiththreeletters,

fourletters,fiveletterswillbepractisedtoread.Then,monosyllabicwords,

disyllabicwords,trisyllabicwords,polysyllabicwordswillbetaught.Forexample,

theword“cat’ispronouncedas



/k/+ +/t/=/k t/

 Rhymingwordsarealsotaughttoenrichthestudents’understandingofthe

soundsoftheEnglishlanguage.Forexample,bat,cat,mat,pat,rat,sat,etc.

 Whenreadinggetsbetter,thenwritingalsogetsbetter.Ineveryclass,writing

practiceisalsogivenintheform ofdictation.

Conversation:

AttheendofeachEnglishclass,asmallconversationispractisedinorderto

increasetheexposuregiventotheEnglishlanguage.Forexample,

Teacher:Canyougivemeyourpencil,Siva?

Siva:Yes,sir!Hereitis,sir!

Teacher:Thankyou,Siva!

Siva:You’rewelcome,sir!

ELUCIDATIONOFDATAANDANALYSIS:

AfterenoughoftrainingthroughthephoneticmethodinreadingEnglish,the

textbooksofthestudentsareusedasanevaluativetoolandthestudentswereaskedto

readthesentencesandparagraphsandwereevaluatedandtheirperformanceswere

recordedinarecordsheet.Alltheirvoicesarerecordedusingavoicerecorder.The

studentswhodecodethesoundsandreadthesentenceseasilywereappreciated.

RESULTSANDDISCUSSION:

Outofthe60studentswhoweretakenassamples,49studentswereableto

readtheEnglishwordswithoutdifficultyand41studentswereabletowritetheEnglish

words. Many students read the English words quite easily and with proper

pronunciation.Somepeoplegotconfusedinreadingthewordslike‘said’,‘through’,‘our’,

‘clue’,thepastform oftheword‘read’,etc.Then,theexceptionsandrarecaseswere



instructedtothestudents.Mostofthelatebloomerswerefrom thefirststandard,who

certainlyneedsomemoretimetogetacquaintedwiththeskillofreadingandwriting

English.Reinforcementandremedialteachingwoulddevelopthosestudents,too.

CONCLUSION:

Hence,everyprimaryschoolinwhichthemedium ofinstructionisTamilcanusethe

phoneticmethodtoteachEnglishtothestudentstogetthedesiredachievementwithin

thedesiredtime.Howevertherearecertainlimitations,too,inusingthismethod.For

instance,thismethodisaimedonlyinreadingandwritingandnotindecodingthe

meaningofthewords.Moreoverthepupilsmaygetconfusedbetweenthenamesand

soundsoftheletters,asthesoundsaretaughtfirstbeforethenamesaretaughtinthis

method.But,throughrepeatedandconsistentefforts,theafore-mentionedproblem will

berectified.
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