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Abstract 

Sustainability is the ability to maintain a certain state for a long period of time. In terms of 

nature, sustainability is utilizing a natural resource in an efficient manner to ensure that it is 

still available for the future generations use. Knowledge is an awareness of something or an 

understanding of someone. Indigenous knowledge is a type of knowledge that deals with the 

practices, customs, and beliefs pertaining to a certain land and the people that inhabit the 

land. Indigenous knowledge has various other names like traditional knowledge and one 

particular to Australia called aboriginal knowledge. Aboriginal knowledge is passed on to 

the aboriginal people through various forms of art and songs. Aboriginal knowledge covers 

the information of the aboriginal land. The aboriginal people care for and respect the land 

they live in and utilize the resources of the land in a way that is sustainable. The paper 

surveys various papers on the subject of Australian aboriginals. The goal is to identify 

whether aboriginal knowledge pertaining to the land can be used to achieve sustainability, in 

the various fields it is applicable to. The integration faces obstacles like, ignorance on the 

topic of aboriginals, or the rigid protocols of the aboriginals. Through careful integration of 

the two, the problems can be resolved to yield sustainable results in various fields like 

agriculture, healthcare, and so on. 

Keywords: Nature, Natural Resources, Indenious, customs etc. 

 

Introduction 

Knowledge is basically skills, information, and facts that are acquired through either 

education or experience. It can also be stated as the understanding of a subject either 

theoretically or practically. There are many types of knowledge’s and many ways of 

categorising them. Indigenous knowledge is a type of knowledge that is unique to a culture or 

society in particular.(Lynch et al.) Indigenous knowledge can also be called folk knowledge, 

traditional science, and local knowledge. Indigenous knowledge is passed down in every 

community in efforts to manage their socio-economic and agro-ecological environments, 



NEW ACADEMIA: An International Journal of English Language, Literature and Literary Theory 

Online ISSN 2347-2073   Vol. X, Issue III, July 2021 

(Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal) 

 

 

 
 
 

http://interactionsforum.com/new-academia   29 

over time.(Stocker et al.) The knowledge is usually passed down through the generations as 

word of mouth or through rituals of the culture.(Senanayake) 

Indigenous knowledge can be used in various fields like health of humans and animals, 

natural resource management, natural resource management, food security, education, and 

various others. Mainly the poor obtain capital from indigenous knowledge, they use it as a 

means to earn their livelihood as indigenous knowledge is a main element in the means to 

control their livelihood.(Gorjestani)Sustainable development puts focus on various factors 

like economic, human, social, and natural. The protection and acknowledgement of these 

factors is important.(Sveiby) The Australian government bodies recognise the need for the 

various indigenous communities it houses, as the indigenous communities hold aboriginal 

knowledge critical to conserving the biological diversity of the land and useful management 

of the available natural resources.(Stoianoff)  

The aboriginal Australian people are a part of some of the oldest living cultures in the history 

of humans. The aboriginal people are known to have a rich culture that involves lore, customs 

and a system based on values of sustaining the spiritual connections, obligations, belonging, 

and a duty to take care of the environment, land, and the people.(Davies et al.)The familiar 

knowledge of the areas ecosystem and the natural resources that the aboriginal people possess 

has been developed through a sustained long-term contact with the land and the respect the 

landholds from the people who inhabit the land. The aboriginal people interpret the aboriginal 

knowledge culture as they enact the relationship with the surrounding environment.("What Is 

Aboriginal Cultural Knowledge?") 

Indigenous population in Australia is mainly constituted of people who are of aboriginal or 

Torres Strait islander origin. In the year 2016, the number of indigenous people in Australia 

amounted to an estimate of 798,365. The number was made up by the aboriginals and Torres 

Strait islanders. This figure rounds up 3.3% of Australia’s total population. The projected 

population of the aboriginal and Torres Strait islanders by the year 2031 is about 1.1 million. 

A breakdown of the indigenous population can be done as, 

 91% of aboriginal origin 

 5% of Torres Strait islander origin 

 4% of both Torres Strait and aboriginal origin.("Profile Of Indigenous Australians - 

Australian Institute Of Health And Welfare") 

The culture of aboriginal knowledge by emphasising the essential relationship the people 

have with the environment can be identified as, the knowledge, accumulated, that 

encompasses the associations with the environment, in a spiritual sense,is reflected in the 

languages, values, narratives, cultural customs, social organisation, and the cultural 

laws.(McGinnis et al.) Aboriginal knowledge, contrasting to the written word, is not an 

unchanging entity. It changes according to the new information attained and adapts to the 

implications caused by the changes. The knowledge is passed through the generations orally 
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through stories, art, dance, songs, languages and so on that embody the relationship the 

people share with the land.("What Is Aboriginal Cultural Knowledge?") 

 

Literature Review 

(Bodle et al.) The paper investigates the pertinent factors that impact the success of a business 

run through the indigenous factors management. The identification of the intervention points 

is at the structural level as well as the systematic level. This approach allows the first nation 

communities to attach social and economic values to the unquantifiable indigenous cultural 

heritage(ICH) and the indigenous cultural intellectual property(ICIP) so that the assets are 

recognised. 

The paper takes a multidisciplinary attitude to tackle the issue of the social and economic 

importance to the people of the first nations and their business and relation to the aboriginal 

communities of Australia. The paper adopts the epistemological standpoint of the first nation 

that integrates the perspectives drawn from a theoretical point, the field having a diverse 

range. The paper also promotes the use of indigenise methodology for the purpose of research 

of the critical race theory of the first nation people. 

The paper conceptually argues the consideration of accounting, auditing and accountability 

criteria that are required to completely identify the factors influencing the successful 

management of the indigenous businesses. In accordance to accounting, specifically, the 

elders have to be included in assisting the value of the ICH and ICIP assets that are 

considered intangible. The paper puts emphasis on the need for improving the literacy levels, 

commercially and financially, of the indigenous entrepreneurs. 

The paper recommends the tools to be used in accounting the treatment of ICH and ICIP as 

indescribable assets through an Australian regulation environment. The paper also 

recommends defining the auditing process and the accountability model that incorporates the 

cultural, environment, and social measures. The central tenet of the model conveys improving 

the commercial and personal levels in financial literacy of the participants from the first 

nation. All of these factors help promote decision making and informed participation. It may 

also proclaim the outcomes as more sustainable. 

Integrated thinking is essential to consider the factors in a manner that is holistic so that the 

first nation enterprise and the aboriginal people and the Torres Strait people are able to 

understand and make informed decisions based on the impact the factors have, overall, on the 

general society and the stakeholders, the economy as well as the environment. 

(Akbar, and Hallak) The entrepreneurs operating aboriginal tourism in the remote regions of 

Australia draw from the unique heritage of 60,000 years and a distinct experience, culture- 

wise, to attract tourists both international and domestic. The paper focuses on the work of 

Foley to detect the characteristics of a successful aboriginal tourism that is located remotely, 

and the aboriginal entrepreneurs in those remote areas. It also focuses on the creative and 
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resourceful ways used by the aboriginals to overcome the hardships and find success and to 

connect with the community and its culture.  

The aboriginals and the Torres Strait islanders are the oldest living culture on the planet. The 

people have cared for the land of Australia for 60,000 years and counting. Along with caring 

for the land, they practice international trade and production. This shows the evidence as the 

longest sustainable practice in the history of humans. Australian tourism, mainly aboriginal, 

is a wonderful example of sustainability through indigenous methods. The world tourism 

organisation under the UN defines the term stable tourism as, tourism that completely takes 

into account, its current and future social, economic, and environmental impacts while 

addressing the needs of the visitors, the environment, the hosting communities, and the 

industry. 

Indigenous tourism in Australia has been linked with the practice of sustainability practice. 

The paper puts forth a new definition for the aboriginal tourism in Australia. The paper uses 

characters that Foley used in his study of entrepreneurs of the urban aboriginal kind, like, 

chaos, education, networking, positivity, and so on to structure the findings obtained. The 

paper further investigates the connection between the tourism related aboriginal enterprises 

and the goals for sustainable development. The paper uses the qualitative data obtained from 

interviewing the aboriginal tourism enterprises to show how the enterprise reflects the 

contemporary values of sustainability. 

The paper defines the Torres Strait Islander tourism and the aboriginal tourism by the people 

belonging to those lands as participants, owners, and beneficiaries rather than the government 

way of defining it through the product contents. The paper summarizes the remote conditions 

in which the tourism operates in and applies the Foley developed framework that is 

entrepreneurial themed. The framework is applied to identify the challenges, business 

opportunities, and strategies that are deployed by the aboriginal tourism enterprises. The 

paper connects all the findings to the sustainability goals and the focus is to identify the 

aboriginal tourism characteristics and how they are linked to sustaining a practice and the 

resultant entrepreneurial actions taken.  

The data analysis, done on the actions and characteristics of the entrepreneurs, were framed 

to fit into Foley’s work on urban entrepreneurial aboriginals. Like chaos, education, 

networking, and so on. But some of the themes were unrelated to Foley’s work there by 

showing how different urban and aboriginal remote enterprises key to successful 

development is. The results of the paper cannot be generalised because of the small sample 

size that can be drawn by focusing on a particular country and interviews in the context. The 

success of the aboriginal business relies on economic growth, reducing inequality, and decent 

work. 

(Altman)The paper discusses the intellectual endeavours of the year 2001. The paper is an 

attempt at progressing a research collaboration between biological scientists at the Australian 

Research Council ARC Key Centre for Tropical wildlife management in the Northern 



NEW ACADEMIA: An International Journal of English Language, Literature and Literary Theory 

Online ISSN 2347-2073   Vol. X, Issue III, July 2021 

(Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal) 

 

 

 
 
 

http://interactionsforum.com/new-academia   32 

Territory University and the author, who is a social scientist at the centre for Aboriginal 

Economic Policy Research. The paper’s aim at a wider collaboration is trying to generate 

more creative ideas for new development features for the aboriginal people in the aboriginal 

land.  

The twenty first century has been witness to the emergence of a provocative discourse, that is 

new, in the policy of indigenous affairs. It is hard to predict the number of people who live in 

land owned aboriginally. The growth in the population attributes to the growth of the 

aboriginal owned land base. The problems lie in the inadequate intellectual approach to the 

development of aboriginally owned lands. The author answers the question of how the market 

can be developed to deliver to remote communities. The answer is to question the entire 

premise of the question. Why is the market economy the only economy named? A hybrid 

intellectual framework is required that can combine science, indigenous knowledge, and 

social sciences. The different approach enhances sustainable development greatly on 

aboriginal land. 

The problem with aboriginal owned lands is that they yield low income when compared to 

others. People are less inclined to purchase such land because of that reason. The aboriginals 

have to depend on the Australian government for funds. The indigenous culture can be used 

to enhance the properties of the land. The focus should be given on educating the people on 

the aboriginal culture and how it can be applied to produce better and sustainable results. The 

people need to understand that the land is not the problem but how it can be utilized to yield 

sustainable results by applying the aboriginal knowledge pertaining to that land. 

(Bohensky et al.)Australian aboriginal communities face a disadvantage from the rising 

complex of pressures from historical, environmental, and social fields. The deeply rooted 

networks between kin, historical exclusion from being able to access resources, and the 

external intrusions has created poverty traps and a co-dependent inflexibility. In recent years, 

indigenous knowledge is being integrated into science. In particular, Australia has increased 

its involvement. Natural Resource Management in Australia is recognised as one of the trends 

in environmental management in the 21
st 

century. This involvement has led to improvement 

in the landholdings of aboriginal kind through recognizing indigenous land rights.   

The paper has three aims to exhibit. One, providing examples of integrating knowledge in 

Australia. Second, to understand the conditions and enable the environment for integrating 

knowledge. Third, for integrating knowledge into international literature using tools and 

process as a growing area. The paper compiles the related works that expresses the aims. The 

paper tries to gain insight on the various dimensions of the relationship among knowledge 

integration and resilience. It is beneficial to both scholarships as well as global policies on 

which the diverse knowledge is being bore upon.  

The need to carefully process the problem, give time commitments, have an underlying trust, 

and having proper tools is necessary to achieve the aims mentioned in the above paragraph. 

Further developments can be identified when the integration of knowledge is achieved. Given 
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the ambiguity of the environment there is a relatively limited availability of the measures that 

can be evaluated. There is a further opportunity for collaboration between the stakeholders of 

the place, the policy, and the academics. 

(M. Prober et al.) Scientists specialising in natural resources and managers recognise that 

indigenous knowledge is a potential contributor to the contemporary management of natural 

resources thereby resulting in resilient socio-economic systems. Seasonal aboriginal 

knowledge involves having knowledge about the biota, weather, landscapes, and so on, and 

their link with the land and culture. Seasonal Australian aboriginal knowledge is used to 

characterise probable applications to natural resource management(NRM). Aboriginal 

knowledge is recorded through cross-cultural collaboration in ecological calendars.  

Sustainable natural resource management is receiving global interest on a rapid scale. 

Interdisciplinary research is also required to combine the various branches of western 

science. The main thing is to find balance between the indigenous knowledge and the western 

concepts. From the NRM viewpoint, the result is assumed to be increasingly resilient systems 

that are socio-ecological as it can incorporate information in a broader sense, consider a 

variety of culturally derived ideals and an elucidation of synergies and many conflicts. 

Natural resource management requires indigenous perspectives to attain more resilient 

outcomes. One of the hinderances of aboriginal culture is that it is not easily communicated 

to the outsiders. Aboriginal knowledge is passed down from generations through oral 

methods of songs, stories, and the like and therefore are not commonly recorded in the 

written format.  

Seasonal knowledge of the aboriginals involves the knowledge of the plant season cycles, 

animals seasonal cycles, the weather, and how they link to the aboriginal land and its culture. 

The aboriginal people relied on the traditional knowledge of the patterns of the seasons to 

sustain the supply of food, medicines, and other various resources. The stars, various 

biological indicators, the weather, and various physical factors were interpreted to signal 

cultural activities and events. Ecological calendars of the aboriginals are formed by 

predicting the processes performed during the various seasons. Various scientists have 

collaborated with the aboriginals to document the cross-cultural constructs, over the previous 

century. 

The analysis in the paper pertains to the seasonal knowledge of the aboriginals that can 

contribute to the natural resource management and management and use of the aboriginal 

land. The paper also analyses the how the ecological calendar can indirectly affect the 

aboriginal knowledge systems by making it broader by reflection and communication. The 

natural resource management has attained resilience due to the contribution of aboriginal 

knowledge like retention, transfer, recovery, and its applications.  

("Aboriginal Perspectives Of Sustainable Development") Aboriginal people have always 

showcased the qualities of good stewardship in how they interact with the environment. The 

aboriginal people have developed, over centuries, the environmental knowledge that was 
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obtained through the observation of seasonal changes and their understanding of these 

changes. The changes were incorporated into the daily lives of the aboriginal people as well 

as their decision making. 

Aboriginal people relocated to bountiful areas which could yield plenty of food. The four 

seasons had special timings for various activities like hunting, fishing, harvesting berries, 

harvesting fruits, and so on. Doing the seasonal rotation garnered the fact that the land can 

replenish the used resources in the time the aboriginals relocate to another place. Various 

factors like growth of the plants, reproduction of the birds and animals, and so on could 

happen in the other seasons. The aboriginal people knew how to maintain the balance so that 

the results were efficient and sustainable. 

The people need to understand the concept of utilizing resources so that the upcoming 

generations also have the benefit of experiencing them. This is the true meaning of 

sustainability. Collective responsibility is used by the aboriginal people while using and 

tending the land. Aboriginal knowledge also focuses on the interdependent nature of all the 

things in the environment, like, flora, fauna, and humankind that live together on the planet. 

Aboriginal knowledge is responsible in showing the need to respect the land and environment 

as it provides the people with necessities required. 

Recent times see the aboriginal people embracing the beliefs of sustainability through 

traditional beliefs and practices. The aboriginal people play a vital role in the management of 

the environment and its development because of the traditional knowledge and practices they 

follow. The government should recognise the important role played by the aboriginals in 

maintaining the sustainability of the land and the resources it has. The government should 

involve the aboriginal people who can help support the culture, identity, and interests of the 

community that can lead to the achievement of sustainable development of the land. 

 

Conclusion 

The indigenous knowledge of a land and the local community is very important. Indigenous 

knowledge is based on hundreds of years of gathered, tried, and tested information. 

Indigenous knowledge is an asset when used to develop sustainable practices concerning the 

environment mainly, but other factors can also be influenced by indigenous knowledge. 

Indigenous knowledge is not limited to only a single filed, therefore covers a lot of aspects 

like agriculture, tourism, healthcare, real-estate, and many other topics. People need to 

understand the importance of traditional knowledge to be able to properly apply it. 

The paper focuses on one specific region’s traditional knowledge, that is, Australian. In 

Australia, traditional knowledge or indigenous knowledge is given the term ‘Aboriginal 

knowledge’. As discussed in the paper, the aboriginal knowledge of Australia is one of the 

oldest ranging from 60,000 years ago. The aboriginal knowledge is passed down through the 

generations through arts like, songs, dance, stories, and so on. Aboriginal knowledge is not 



NEW ACADEMIA: An International Journal of English Language, Literature and Literary Theory 

Online ISSN 2347-2073   Vol. X, Issue III, July 2021 

(Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal) 

 

 

 
 
 

http://interactionsforum.com/new-academia   35 

commonly found in texts as the transfer of knowledge happens through mostly word of 

mouth. 

The paper focuses on various fields where aboriginal knowledge of the land can be applied to 

yield efficient and sustainable results. The government needs to identify the use of integrating 

aboriginal people specific to the regions into the administration to ensure that the land is 

utilized to its full potential and in a proper manner to ensure the land is not damaged. There is 

a significant gap in the integration of aboriginals into the rest of the community. The 

difference can be solved by educating the people aboutaboriginal knowledge and its uses and 

benefits.  
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